The First Reading: Jeremiah 26:7-16

"The priests, the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speak these
words in the house of the LORD. ® But as soon as Jeremiah finished telling
all the people everything the LORD had commanded him to say, the
priests, the prophets and all the people seized him and said, “You must
die! ® Why do you prophesy in the LORD’s name that this house will be
like Shiloh and this city will be desolate and deserted?”” And all the people
crowded around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.

10When the officials of Judah heard about these things, they went up from
the royal palace to the house of the LORD and took their places at the
entrance of the New Gate of the LORD’s house. ' Then the priests and the
prophets said to the officials and all the people, “This man should be
sentenced to death because he has prophesied against this city. You have
heard it with your own ears!”

12 Then Jeremiah said to all the officials and all the people: “The LORD
sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the things you have
heard. '3 Now reform your ways and your actions and obey the LORD your
God. Then the LORD will relent and not bring the disaster he has
pronounced against you. !4 As for me, I am in your hands; do with me
whatever you think is good and right. !> Be assured, however, that if you
put me to death, you will bring the guilt of innocent blood on yourselves
and on this city and on those who live in it, for in truth the LORD has sent
me to you to speak all these words in your hearing.”

16 Then the officials and all the people said to the priests and the prophets,
“This man should not be sentenced to death! He has spoken to us in the
name of the LORD our God.”

The Second Reading: Jude 1-4, 17-23

! Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James,

To those who have been called, who are loved by God the Father and kept
by Jesus Christ:

2 Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.

3 Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the
salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the
faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints. 4 For certain men whose
condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among
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you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a
license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.
17 But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ
foretold. '® They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who
will follow their own ungodly desires.” '° These are the men who divide
you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit.

20 But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and
pray in the Holy Spirit. 2! Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.

22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 snatch others from the fire and save
them; to others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing
stained by corrupted flesh.

The Gospel Reading: John 14:21-27

2I' Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves
me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him
and show myself to him.”

22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to
show yourself to us and not to the world?”

23 Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father
will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.
24He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you
hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.

25“All this T have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Counselor, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. ?’ Peace I
leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
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